PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
GREETINGS from your MSRPOA President! We have made it through the
summer and it was a great one. We
were able to sell Lot 135 and recover
our costs. Our pool got a lot of use,
as well as our Nature Preserve.

More fun from
the Chili
cook-off and
hay ride on
pages 14-18

Concerning our Nature Preserve,
there has been a continuing effort to
upgrade the erosion problem and our
trails. The committee is concerned
with fire safety and is looking into
what changes we need to make to
clear some of the growth of cedars
and grasses. The Nature Preserve
Committee has done a tremendous
job. This will be a continuous job and
we need each of you to help this
committee.
(continued on page 3)
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National Night Out at the Pool Pavilion was a success. We learned from the
Sheriff’s Department that golf carts are not to be driven on our county
roads unless they are licensed. We should all be aware that 30 mph is the
speed limit on all our roads. We also heard from the Fire Department that
they are looking at building a fire station closer to our neighborhood and
would need contributions to complete this proposed project.
The Town Hall Meeting was a lot of fun and everything from trash pick-up
on our roads to building tennis courts was discussed. Safety on our roads
and the discharge of firearms were also subjects, as well as, Oak Wilt. It is
evident that our POA is getting older and repairs are and will be a concern.
We need to have enough funds to keep up with repairs to things like our
pool and roadways. The Board is continually making sure that the funds
will be available.
The Association is also seeing more building permits which means our
community is growing.
To close, I must say that I have thoroughly enjoyed being your president,
meeting so many new people, and working with an incredible Board.
Gary Henry, President

Left to right: Bill Langenbahn, Hilary Comfort, Deena Clausen, Julia Doerle,
Mary Lu Zellers, Gary Henry and Earl Steck
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As your editors, we have found the amount of information on any given
topic is overwhelming with the unsurpassed capabilities of the world
wide web at our fingertips. We want what we have researched to be
equally accessible to our readers so we are introducing a new feature,
“Across the Stream.”
When we feel our topics have not been fully
covered to those minds wanting to know more, we will provide those
additional links. Please enjoy our bonus topics for this issue by clicking
on the photos of the stories which interest you! Your feedback is
always appreciated and desired!!! business@yournewsstream.com
Our money concerns us. How do the
counterfeit detector pens work, and
how do they sometimes result in false
positives and false negatives?

The holidays can be hectic.
Here are some tips to lessen
the stress.

Did someone say, “quick and easy
recipe?” NNO inspired Hawaiian
Haystacks Recipe from the editor’s
street gathering just a click away!!!
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Volunteer Opportunities!
Three board positions will be elected at the Association’s
Annual Meeting on March 23, 2013. Terms are for two years. First,
though, the current Board seeks your help in becoming a part of the
Nominating Committee and Elections Committee. The responsibility of the Nominating Committee will be to locate qualified individuals to serve on the Board. Also, this year, the election process will
require an independent group to receive and count ballots.
Additionally, Director Hilary Comfort is seeking residents to
help decorate the community for the holidays on December 1st.
Contact Hilary at msrpoa@msrpoa.com
Please consider donating some of your time to our wonderful
MSR community!! It will be greatly appreciated!! Contact anyone on
the Board to sign up (msrpoa@msrpoa.com)!
For those of you already giving of your time and energies, we
can’t thank you enough for stepping forward to help!!

Volunteers are the

of a Community!
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Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT IMPORTANT DISCUSSIONS
Residents gathered at the Pool Pavilion to celebrate National Night Out
on Tuesday, October 2nd. In addition to the items covered in Board President Henry’s letter, these are some more of the highlights from speakers
and guests that evening:
The Comal County Sheriff’s Deputy addressed many different topics,
including traffic enforcement issues and other public enforcement
problems. Up first was what one should do when you observe reckless
driving. The first step is to call 9-1-1. The deputy then noted the
important details one should attempt to secure: the location, direction
of travel, description of vehicle and license number of the car. Speeding
was another concern, and Comal County does have the radar trailer
which a community can request so drivers will become more aware of
their speed in the neighborhood. However, a law enforcement officer
must witness the offense in order to issue a ticket. Golf carts and four
wheelers on public streets were the next topic addressed. Golf carts are
allowed by the state within a two mile radius of a golf course, and the
cart must be traveling to the course and home again. Four wheelers and
dirt bikes are not permitted on public roadways under any circumstances. The discussion then switched to non-vehicular topics. The deputy
clarified that an ordinance is in place for the rules on discharging a
firearm. That ordinance restricts the discharge of a firearm on properties of less than ten acres, but with some exceptions as far as intruders
and protecting yourself within your home. Another county ordinance
which was addressed concerned noise as a public nuisance. The county
has in place that sounds from electronic sources in excess of eighty-five
decibels is prohibited. Unfortunately, while barking dogs are at times
frustrating, the noise ordinance does not cover that type of nuisance,
nor does it cover loud motor vehicles. The Sheriff’s Office also offers
supportive assistance in other ways as well. Free gun locks and a crime
prevention property evaluation are available from them. Details can be
found on http://www.co.comal.tx.us/so/index.html. For those individuals interested in a more hands-on law enforcement program, you can
sign up for the Citizen’s Sheriff’s Academy. The program gives local
residents some hands-on experience in law enforcement
work, including ride-a- longs, training in investigation
procedures and a trip to the firing range.
(continued on next page…)
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NNO (continued)
Private security for Mountain Springs Ranch, John Millikin and
Sergeant Switzer, spoke briefly and emphasized the importance of
street number signs for emergency response.
President Larry Hull of ESD #4 was the next speaker. He reviewed
the circumstances regarding the defunct Spring Branch Volunteer Fire
Department. Mr. Hull talked about a future plan for a station
near the GVTC Spring Branch office. Building a station and equipping
them are “relatively” inexpensive; it is the costs of personnel which
affect budgets more. If interested, click here for the dates of future
ESD #4 meetings.
Chief Dustin Beaudoin of Spring Branch Fire Rescue (ESD #4) was
the final speaker for the night. His comments focused on the strong
working relationship with Bulverde-Spring Branch EMS. Both entities
are housed in the Rodeo Drive Station. Chief Beaudoin also serves as
Co-Chief for ESD #5 (Bexar-Bulverde Volunteer Fire Department).
Thanks to all our civil servants for an educational evening!

__________________________________________
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TOWN HALL MEETING (10-13-12)
The Town Hall meeting opened with Director Bill Langenbahn explaining the rules
and guidelines for a productive dialogue.
The Board offered initial topics to be covered, and first up was Treasurer Deena
Clausen with finances. She introduced the
proposed budget for next year and asked
that residents offer and submit their input.
Director Clausen expanded on the finances
topic with a request for volunteers for an Investment Committee. This
Committee would research and draft a policy that would determine an
effective plan for investments of the community’s monies, plus would
suggest possible improvement projects for the enhancement of Mountain
Springs Ranch. Resident participants in attendance pitched several ideas
for amenities they would consider valuable to the community and its resale
prominence against competitive subdivisions. Among those ideas were
tennis courts, unleashed dog park, additional playground equipment and
water fountains along the Preserve Trail. Director Langenbahn complimented the residents for their good ideas and said the feasibility of each
would need to be studied. A resident asked if the Vistas’ trail to the Nature
Preserve could be improved for safer access. Suggestions were tossed
around and the idea of a handrail seemed most reasonable. That possibility
will be researched.
Hand in hand with finances, Director Langenbahn introduced the next
topic regarding the Reserve Study. A Reserve Study is a budget planning
tool which identifies the current status of the Reserve fund and a stable and
equitable Funding Plan to offset the anticipated future major common area
expenditures, such as the pool decking, fence replacement and pool pumps
to name a few. Mr. Langenbahn emphasized that some of these major
expenditures are quickly approaching and everyone needs to be conscientious about those necessary monies.
Maria Brady shared insight into Oak Wilt and its negative impact on
trees and the natural beauty which can potentially be destroyed in a
community. While time was limited, she presented a quick overview of the
problem and provided instructions and a model of a handy gadget designed
to simplify the painting process of freshly cut tree wounds. An in-depth
article on Oak Wilt can be found on page 36 of this newsletter, as well as the
website for even more information on this important topic.
(continued on next page)
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Town Hall Meeting (continued from previous page)
A memo from a resident was read on the amount of litter being found in
the neighborhood. The message was quite simple; please pick up even if it is
not your trash!
Safety on your roadways was discussed next. Remember, the speed
limit is 30 mph. Also, keep in mind that pedestrians walk on the opposite side
of the road as on-coming traffic. As mentioned in the National Night Out
article, Comal County does offer a speed radar capturing trailer upon request.
The Board will consider the effectiveness of such an effort.
The Board asked for immediate feedback on the temporary small signs
they put up announcing upcoming events, such as the Town Hall (see photo
on previous page). Everyone in attendance agreed they were good and the
practice of placing those in the community will continue as they are a very
minor expense, but effective means of communication to residents.
The ACC, via Board liaison Hilary Comfort, desires input on violations,
specifically does the Committee need to strengthen some of the rules and
how to clear up some of the ambiguities. Such issues needing attention are
trash cans in view, multiple cars being parked on the street and recreational
vehicle and trailer storage. To provide your thoughts to the ACC, click here to
e-mail the committee.
Director Mary Lu Zellers announced the date of the annual meeting
which will be held on Saturday, March 23, 2013. Prior to that, the Board is
seeking individuals for the Nominating Committee and Elections Committee.
Click here to return to page 5 for more details.
The holiday season is almost upon us, and those with a passion for all
things red and green are perfect recruits to assist Director Comfort in her
decorating tasks for the community. Make it a Festive
Mountain Springs Ranch of which everyone will be
envious!!
Finally, and with much anticipation, were the
door prize drawings. Winners were Phil Krueger,
Sandy Gibson, Debbie Anderson, Janet Goetz, Patricia
Ender and Craig Jarvis.
The Board thanks everyone who came out, especially when the Texas-OU game was being played!!
Truly, it was a productive and respectful exchange of
thoughts and ideas among residents.
EXCELLENT JOB!!
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Town
Hall
Photos
10-13

Top, left and right:
Director Langenbahn announcing
the rules for the
meeting, MSR resident Maria Brady
educating
folks
about Oak Wilt.
Center, left to right: Attendees enjoying the prepared lunch, Director Clausen talking to a resident before the meeting and Michael Schiffmann sharing
thoughts. Bottom, left and right: A good turn out of residents for the Town
Hall and Director Comfort reading a message sent by the ACC.
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Social Committee Report ~ Glenda Nelson
Fall is here, but the Social Committee is not falling behind in activities! The autumn air was filled with
the smell of Chili. The Chili Cook-Off
was held on Saturday, October 27th
and the top three cooks walked away
with some nice prizes and bragging
rights for the next year! The younger
crowd enjoyed an old fashioned Hay
Ride through Mountain Springs
Ranch that evening and were treated by some “boo-tiful” MSR
residents with some great sweet treats.

(see their pic on page 17)

1st ~ Autumn Chaulklin
2nd ~ Leon Kyrish
3rd ~ Fred Barg

______________________________________________
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CookOff
A crisp, cool day
was perfect last
Saturday,
the
27th, for residents to bundle
up and head
over to the pavilion to enjoy
the Chili CookOff and Hay
Ride.
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More
Fun!
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WINNERS!!
Chili Cook-Off Winners
pictured to the left
(left to right):
1st Place ~ Autumn
Chaulklin
2nd Place ~ Leon Kyrish
3rd Place ~ Fred Barg
A very pleased Autumn
to the right. Bragging
Rights for a Year!!!

Lucky Winners Above!
Goodies from local shop
Choices and More and a
$50 gift card to WilliamsSonoma were among the
prizes.
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Loading up for
the Hay Ride
and Spooky
Treats!
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Finding Qualified Buyers or
Aggressively Marketing Your Home
is What I Do Best!
Ask about My Proven Record…
I Work Hard to Achieve the Best
Results for You!!

Keller Williams Hill Country
110 River Crossing Boulevard
Spring Branch, TX78070
(830)237-3212
kathyrogersrealtor@gmail.com
www.kathyrogersrealtor.com
Each Keller Williams Realty office is independently owned and operated.

An Upbeat Real Estate Market
The real estate market in the Bulverde-Spring Branch area has been
great! Continued sales in late summer have shown an increase compared to
last year at that time. “Sales in the midrange of prices ($200,000 to
$500,000) have been up the last several months, peaking in June,” Liza
Reyes, SABOR Chairman of the Board, said. “This month, a good portion of
sales continued to occur in this midrange, which kept prices higher and on
par with previous months.” Locally, the total number of homes sold has
steadily increased in 2012, with only a small taper in September after the
summer boom. However, its comparative growth from 2011 confirms the
local housing market is holding steady. “We look at low interest rates, price
stability and growth in job opportunities to determine how the local market
is faring. San Antonio has remained strong in these areas,” Angela Shields,
SABOR President and CEO, said.
Information Courtesy of Kathy Rogers, Keller Williams Realty
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WHAM BAM THANK YOU YAM!
Sweet Potatoes versus Yams! Do you like money? A sure thing is to bet
someone that they have never had a true, real yam. Probably 99.9% of us
never have. Even my Aunt Harriet’s Candied Yams with Marshmallows was a
lie! This Thanksgiving, as you reach for the Yams, you are actually eating
Sweet Potatoes. Sorry, we all make this mistake. However, it’s not entirely
our fault. Our U.S. government has perpetuated this confusion by labeling
Sweet Potatoes as Yams. Sweet potatoes and Yams are not even related.
They are two different root vegetables with separate histories, origins and
uses. The name calling started in colonial times when the Africans saw
similarities between Sweet Potatoes and Yams. Generally, there are two
types of Sweet Potato. One has a Golden skin with a creamy white flesh
(crumbly texture) and the other a copper skin with orange flesh (sweet & soft
texture). The orange fleshed one is what the USDA calls ‘Yams’ to help
distinguish the two. Yams are from Africa, Asia and other tropical areas. They
have a blackish, bark-like skin and white, purple or reddish flesh. They can be
the size of a regular potato or can grow up to 5 feet long. About 95% are
grown in West Africa. They are much starchier and drier that Sweet potatoes.
They are a very important food source because of their ability to be stored for
long periods. If you want to dig some up (tuber pun), there are a few
International markets that do carry them. In the meantime, please enjoy the
following Sweet Potato recipes!

MASHED SWEET POTATOES WITH CANDIED PECANS
Ingredients
Sweet potatoes
Butter
Sour cream
Milk
Cumin, ground
Cayenne pepper
Salt and pepper
Candied Pecans (*see note)

Amounts
2 -2 ½ lbs.
2 Tbsp.
½ cup
½ cup
¼ tsp
¼ tsp.
as needed
¼ lb.
Method

1. Peel potatoes and cut into 1 inch cubes. Place in pan and cover with water. Simmer (never
boil) over medium heat until just tender.
2. Chop ½ of pecans and reserve both.
3. Drain potatoes and use your favorite method for mashing potatoes.
(ricer/food mill/smasher)
4. Add all ingredients except unchopped pecans. Mix well.
5. Place into serving bowl and top with pecans.

*Note: You can make own candied pecans, but they have 4-6 different types in the
bulk section at the local mega-food store. That is what I use. Cinnamon ones are good!
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CURRIED SWEET POTATO SALAD
Yield: 6-8 servings

Ingredients
Amounts
Sweet potatoes, peeled & ½ in. dice 1 lb.
Russet potatoes, peeled & ½ in. Dice 1 lb.
Red onion, ¼ in dice
Mango, ripe, peeled& ½ in. dice
Green onions, thinly sliced

4 oz. / 1 each
2 each
4 each

Dressing:
Mayonnaise
Rice wine vinegar
Limes, juiced
Sugar
Curry powder
Cumin, ground
Cardamom, ground
Salt & pepper
1.
2.
3.
4.

1 cup
2 Tbsp.
2 each
1 Tbsp.
1 Tbsp.
1 tsp.
1 tsp.
as needed
Method
Combine all ingredients for dressing. Mix well and reserve chilled.
Bring to a boil, and then simmer potatoes until just tender. Drain and
air dry under refrigeration.
When all ingredients are cool, combine and mix gently. Adjust seasonings
as needed.
Reserve refrigerated for at least one hour.

Sweet Potato on the left with its flesh
exposed. Yam on the right, exposed.

Article and recipe courtesy of Phil Delaplane, Spring
Branch resident and Chef at The Little Gretel, Boerne.
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Pool Talk
Contributed by Bill Langenbahn
As cool weather approaches, pool usage
starts to decline and we are taking advantage of
the decrease in traffic and some unspent funds to
implement some maintenance so that the pool is
ready for next year. We are considering at least
two major maintenance projects:
1. Paint the pool fence and the pavilion, and
2. Change the sand in the filters.
Even though the weather is cooling to the
point that swimming may not be inviting, we want
to remind you that the pool is still a great place for
a party and may be reserved by contacting Fredna Barg (fbarg@gvtc.com).
On another topic, “The Future is Now!”
Long ago in the life of Mountain Springs Ranch, the Board had the foresight
to commission that a study be done to identify when things would wear out
and need replacement as well as what the replacement costs were likely to
be. This is termed as the “Reserve Study” and the Board set up an allocated
reserve savings fund so that we would have the money to meet these
expenses when confronted with them.
While the intent of the “Reserve Study” was to address all the capital
equipment in the subdivision, a central focus of the report was the pool and
the pavilion, the pumps and filters and the furniture. Here are some of the
salient points contained in the reserve study regarding the pool complex:
1. Mechanical equipment (Pumps, Motors and Filters) may require
replacement starting in 2011 and should be completed by 2018.
2. The plaster inside the pool may require replacement every 8 to 12
years starting in 2014
3. The Pool deck will last 60 years, but may require repairs starting in
2014. The Fence may need replacement after 30 years.
4. The pool furniture may have to be replaced by 2016.
5. The card readers may require replacement starting in 2016.
The Reserve Study was prepared in 2007 and revised in 2010 so as you
can see we are at the time when maintenance demands will begin. Naturally,
we will not replace furniture and equipment until these actually fail, but if
you see expenses at the pool increase, you will know that we are prepared
to meet the requirement.
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COALITION FOR EQUITABLE WATER RATES (CEWR) UPDATE
Back in August, CEWR appeared before the Administrative Law Judges
in Austin for another hearing. This hearing centered on the rate case
expenses and what the utility may recover in rate case expenses. The
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) established criteria
by which they can determine the amount of reasonable and just rate
case expense recovery allowed to a utility based upon concerns about
rate case expenses expressed by utility customers. Utility customers have
voiced objections over the possibility that utilities may have an incentive
to overreach in their rate applications if utilities believe that the customers
ultimately will bear all rate case expenses. The rules clearly set out
certain instances when, as a matter of law, rate case expenses will be
considered unreasonable, unnecessary, and against the public interest.
If in the final rate order CLWSC is not awarded at least 51% of their
requested increase, the utility may not recover their cost of defending
an appeal to a rate increase by directly billing the ratepayers in future
water bills. Of the approximately $1,015,133 spent by CLWSC on the
case, both the TCEQ and CEWR recommended to the ALJ that CLWSC
not be allowed to collect any money from the ratepayers to pay their
incurred costs from the rate case. The TCEQ rules make it clear that
all rate case expenses will be evaluated to see if they are reasonable,
necessary, and in the public interest on
a case-by-case basis. CEWR’s Attorney
Freeland (pictured below with consultant
Nelisa Heddin) challenged CLWSC on the
reasonableness of several key areas and
argued those points effectively for customers.
In December, it is expected for the ALJ
to submit their proposal for decision to
the full TCEQ commission. A final rate
order by TCEQ should be announced in
February 2013.

Visit www.cewr.org to read
the latest developments, or
to donate to the effort to
secure equitable water
rates for customers!
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Familiar Surroundings Pet Sitting
Claudia Collier
(210)744-9044
claudia@petsitting-tx.com
www.petsitting-tx.com

Local Author Treats Our Kids to Readings
Kathleen J. Shields is a familiar
name in the local area for her professional website and graphics design
work, but did you know she also
writes children’s books? She is the
author of the all new Hamilton Troll
children’s book series. Kathleen’s
books go beyond just telling a story
to providing an adorably charming
educational tale. The series is geared
for children ages four and up. The
Texas Hill Country area is lucky to
have her because she not only enjoys
writing the books, but loves to devote
her time to reading to others and to spreading an educational message to the
kids in our local community. Upcoming events: Canyon Lake Art Guild’s
Arts and Crafts Exhibit on November
10th.
Readings: Texas Author’s Day at
the San Marcos Public Library on November 18th, Rebecca Creek Elementary on November 19th and the Luling
J.B. Nickels library on December 20th.
To learn more about the books, the characters, or the humans visit the
interactive website: www.HamiltonTroll.com.

322 W San Antonio St.
New Braunfels, TX
(830)625-9639
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www.thecrossingnb.com

thecrossingnb@gmail.com
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Local orthodontist Brian Smith visited students
at Smithson Valley Middle School to stress the
importance of following
good oral hygiene. Super
Fantastic
Sam
tagged
along to show kids how
fun and easy it can be!!

___________________________
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Merry Christmas! Merry Counterfeit?
Tis the season for retailers to offer shoppers those great holiday deals,
but also a time they become more concerned about the bills you are using for
your purchases. During the holidays, store employees start heavily utilizing
those special pens (read more about these pens in our NEW feature,
back on page 4) to determine the authenticity of currency.
Counterfeiting of money is one of the oldest crimes in history, and it is a fact
that counterfeit activity picks up around this time of the year. Further, those
occasional reports emerge in the community about counterfeit notes being
passed in our local area. However, after sitting down with George Rios, a
twenty-eight year veteran with the United States Secret Service, we found
residents have little reason for concern about their money. Generally, within
six weeks from a counterfeit note’s first appearance, the perpetrator has
been apprehended. The San Antonio Office covers a wide territory of approximately fifty-four nearby counties which include such cities as New Braunfels,
Kerrville, Boerne, Schertz, Del Rio and more. The San Antonio agents recover,
on average, $10K in counterfeit per week. This is in contrast to recovery of
$1.2 million weekly by 53 offices across the United States. Special Agent Rios
spoke in depth with The News Stream about his experiences and knowledge
of counterfeit activity and the bills themselves.
Supervisory Agent Rios has spent the majority of his career investigating counterfeit crimes and is familiar with the trends in counterfeiting and
the amounts passed. He has worked in the Houston, Dallas, San Antonio and
Los Angeles Field Offices, with Los Angeles being one of the cities with the
highest counterfeiting activity in the United States. He has witnessed the
evolution of the production methods used in counterfeiting operations over
the years from the traditional method of offset printing to color copiers and,
more recently, to scanners, computers and inkjet printers. Over the course
of his career, Mr. Rios has seen the quality of this fake money diminish
tremendously. He explained that when offset presses were used by counterfeiters, their trade was a craft to them. Printing money on this equipment
was a sophisticated process with a unique set of skills required, and the
machinery was not only specialized, but expensive as well. The movie “To
Live and Die in LA” depicts the intensity and artistry with great accuracy for
those curious about this process. Agent Rios estimates that of all
the counterfeit, only about ten percent is actually of high quality, and those would be notes printed primarily by offset
presses. These criminals take painstaking efforts to imitate the
many security features found on
(continued on next page)
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Counterfeit (continued)
genuine bills. However, the distinctive paper the United States uses
thwarts the end result in the fake money, which is typically printed on a
standard type paper. Other types of counterfeit bills being created, but
rarely found in the San Antonio area, are the raised notes and bleached bills.
Raised notes are bills converted to different denominations to ones of a
“higher” value with the most common changes being tens to one hundreds
and fives to fifties. A corner of the smaller bill is cut off and replaced with
the numerals from the higher value bill. An example of a raised note is
pictured below. Another type of non-offset press manufactured bill is the
bleached bill, which involves removing the ink from lower-denomination
bills and reprinting them as larger denominations. Bleaching preserves the
watermark, and since it is genuine paper, the pens do not identify them as
counterfeit, either. How can one detect this type of fake currency? One
method is to check to make sure the watermark matches the denomination
of the bill. This link from the Secret Service website details the features of
our currency: http://www.secretservice.gov/money_features.shtml
The Secret Service is committed to maintaining the integrity of our
currency and protecting the nation’s financial infrastructure. While counterfeiting cannot be completely eradicated, Agent Rios suggested ways to
lessen our susceptibility to an encounter with fake bills. Consumers should
avoid making transactions in hectic places, such as fairs or carnivals.
Pawnshops, clubs and dark bars are also establishments where counterfeit
is more often passed. While we tend to use electronic means of payments,
if one does have a need for cash, the best place to acquire those monies is
through an ATM. The money for the machines has been vetted twice in
detecting counterfeit; once by a teller and secondly by the electronic counting machines. The best piece of advice, however, is to know your money,
and a simple check of one feature in particular can be effective in determining the authenticity of a bill. That is by easily identifying the color-shift in
the optically variable ink (OVI), from
copper to green when looking at the
number in the lower right-hand corner of the bill as viewed from different angles. Another way is to hold a
suspect bill next to one you know is
authentic and compare the features.
Is anything odd or out of place on
the questionable bill?
Raised Note Example
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Counterfeit (continued)
What should you do if you believe you have a counterfeit note?
● Contact your local police department or United States Secret Service
field office. These numbers can be found on the inside front page of
your local telephone directory.
● Limit the handling of the note. Carefully place it in a protective covering, such as an envelope.
● Surrender the note or coin only to a properly identified police officer or
a U.S. Secret Service special agent.
The Secret Service does rely on their law enforcement partners and
citizens to assist in identifying and prosecuting individuals responsible for
introducing counterfeit bills into our currency as sometimes these crimes do
not rise to levels required by Federal law to indict. By becoming more
familiar with United States currency, you can help guard against the threat
from counterfeiters.
Visit the Secret Service website to learn more about your money.
http://www.secretservice.gov/know_your_money.shtml

Faded Door?
We can refinish it!

_________________________

______________
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Not Just Money; Counterfeit Goods, Too!
Causing a fire, not deploying, or partial
deployment are not how you would like to
have your airbag described, but those are the
words U.S. Department of Transportation administrators used today when explaining the
dangers behind a stream of counterfeit airbags. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and ICE officials today warned
consumers about counterfeit airbags made at
overseas manufacturers and installed in cars
throughout the United States. The counterfeits have been found in more
than seventy-five different makes and models, both domestic and internationally made cars, and could affect thousands of individuals. Investigators
cautioned that even though this affects less than 0.1 percent of vehicles,
the danger to those vehicles is extreme. So far, they are unaware of any
death or injury from the counterfeit airbags. ICE Director John Morton
explained that the counterfeits were manufactured overseas, fraudulently
labeled and then illegally imported into the country, "These seemingly
genuine airbags are in fact shoddy fakes that pose a significant safety
hazard when it's installed," he said. "These airbags don't work. They aren't
going to save you in an accident, they are a fraud and danger from start to
finish, and you don't want them in your car."
Consumers are at risk if:
• They have had the airbag replaced in the last three years at a
repair shop not associated with a new car dealership
• Purchased a used car that had its airbag replaced.
• Own a car titled branded salvage, rebuilt, or reconstructed
• Received a "too good to be true" deal for airbag replacement.
• Purchased their airbag from eBay, Craigslist, or other non-certified
outlet.
Since these faulty bags are not the fault of car manufacturers or
dealers, this is not a mandatory recall and consumers would pay out of
pocket to replace the airbag. "They look like the real thing and unfortunately consumers are not in a position to figure out if they have a fake or a
real airbag and they certainly wouldn't be in a position to be able to replace
their own airbag," David Strickland, NHTSA administrator said. Officials
urge anyone who has suspicions about their airbags to take their car to an
expert for testing and replacement. Source: ABC News
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Protect Your Pets from
Food Hazards During the
Holidays
Sweet treats and family meals
are a hallmark of the holidays, but
for many of our furry friends, these
same indulgences can be dangerous. Dr. Mark Stickney, Director of
General Surgery Services at the Texas A&M University College of Veterinary
Medicine
&
Biomedical
Sciences, tells us how we can keep our pets safe while enjoying the holiday
season. One of the major food dangers to our pets during the holidays and
beyond is chocolate. Eating chocolate, especially dark chocolate, can cause
toxicity in dogs and cats which can result in death. Although chocolate has
long been a known toxin for dogs, other foods can also be very harmful.
"Few people know this, but both grapes and raisins can cause renal failure
in dogs," states Stickney.
(continued on next page)
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Protect Your Pets
(continued)

While these foods are especially dangerous, feeding any table scraps to
your pets can cause them harm in
the long-run. Stickney stresses the
importance of keeping your pet's diet regular year-round. "During the
holidays it is common for friends and
family members to slip your pets
food under the table. While they
think they are giving them a nice
treat, the high fat content of most
table scraps can not only cause
Between 12/01/12 and 12/15/12
weight control problems, but can also cause pancreatitis," says Stickney.
In order to avoid these
____________________________
situations, Stickney suggests that
you ask guests to avoid the temptation of feeding your dogs table
scraps.
Even if they are not given food,
pets can sometimes find it themselves. It is not uncommon in the commotion and food preparation of the holidays to find your animal knee-deep
in your trash can. It's important to remember to always keep you trash
closed with a lid or put somewhere your animal cannot reach it.
While it is best to keep your animals on their regular diet, Stickney
does say that there are some foods that are safe for pets to eat. "If you
absolutely have to give them something off your plate, hand them a green
bean," says Stickney. "Plain vegetables and unbuttered, unsalted popcorn
are both pretty harmless since they are mostly fiber and don't contain a
lot of extra calories." Another thing to keep in mind, as the weather gets
colder and you start changing your anti-freeze, keep your dogs away from
it. "Anti-freeze has a sweet taste to it that dogs seem to like. Unfortunately it is extremely toxic! The important thing to remember is that your pets
are part of your family. Keep an eye out for them this season!
Source:
Texas A&M
Did you know
also provides articles on exotic pets, cattle,
horses, and so much more? Visit their website to browse through their
extensive collection of articles.
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Wildlife Committee Report
On the hog front, it has been a relatively quiet 2012. You may recall
we trapped 13 hogs last New Year’s Eve. Since then, the committee has
heard of two sightings of solitary hogs. More importantly, the committee
has not heard of any hog damage this calendar year.
The Mountain Springs Ranch community has been fortunate this year
as the hogs have seemingly found "greener pastures" -- for now. The hogs
have not been eradicated, they have moved on. We need to continue to be
vigilant.
The Committee still recommends that our residents continue to apply
grub control to their yards. The grub control should also help in keeping the
armadillos from digging in our yards. There are residents who have deer
feeders. The Mountain Springs Ranch Board has gone on record that deer
feeders be discouraged. The committee would recommend that if you have
a deer feeder that you only dispense the amount of corn that will be
consumed by the deer at each feeding. Any residual corn that is left could
be a food source for other animals including hogs. Our hog trap has been
closed down for some time now. This asset that we have in the preserve
can, and will be reactivated, if and when hogs return to our neighborhood.
Please let us know if you see any hogs and especially if you experience any
hog damage to your yard.

_________________________________
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Our Nature Preserve
Did you know our 85 acre nature preserve comprises several seasonal
springs, has over five miles of hiking/biking trails and is a work in progress?
This was a question I asked in our last newsletter. And, yes, it is still a work
in progress and always will be.
One of nature’s “work in progress” is several years of accumulated vegetated growth in the preserve. This has become an increasing concern. We’re
talking about grasses, weeds, brush and small cedars. As we all know, this
year has been wetter than normal and our landscapes are satisfyingly green.
However, much of the greenery in the preserve will soon become potential
fire fuel as it dies out and we experience prolonged dry weather. The fire
threat the preserve poses to our community will become real, particularly
to those whose properties border the preserve, if we do not act.
Representatives of your Nature Preserve Committee have toured the preserve with Comal County’s Extension Agent to appraise the threat and
consider actions to mitigate it. Accordingly, we have requested a budget of
over $25,000 for fire threat mitigation in 2013. This is planned to be spent
in the early months of the year and will take the form of low land clearing
and the burning of brush and small cedars.
Notice we refer to “low land” clearing. For the most part, the preserve is a
small canyon with lots reaching down to its borders. Fire threat mitigation
will not be conducted on steep terrain or on property owners’ lots. The
committee encourages those owners to act in their own best interest by
removing potential fuel on their property.
Note: Our last trail to be developed is the connector from the Oyster Springs
cul-de-sac down to the Pond Loop Trail. This is planned for late this year
and we will appeal for community assistance to accomplish this. We’ll send
an E-blast to announce it and would welcome your participation.
Thanks,
John Scheffler, Preserve Committee Chair
830-885-4326
E-mail: jcscheffler@gvtc.com
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From Spring Branch Fire Rescue/Comal County ESD #4
2011 saw the most catastrophic wildfire in Texas history and according to the
Texas Forest Service, “during the last two years, 85 percent of the wildfires
occurred within two miles of a community.” This year, in our area alone, your
firefighters fought 11 wildland fires that destroyed over 150 acres. One of
those fires occurred in Mystic Shores and another was off Obst Road. Chief
Dustin Beaudoin encourages residents of Spring Branch to stay informed about
hazardous conditions in their community. Now you can receive important
notices directly from Chief Beaudoin by simply adding your e-mail address to
the
for Emergency Services District 4 This
secure database is utilized exclusively to share valuable and pertinent fire
department related information, including health hazards. Visit their site at
www.sbfirerescue.com. Additionally, Comal County has an Emergency Information page located at: www.co.comal.tx.us/Emergency_Information.htm.
This page can keep you updated on any emergency situation; be it a fire,
hurricane, security or any other sort of crisis. If an emergency does occur, and
it becomes necessary to alert residents, Comal County does have the Reverse
9-1-1 system in place and ready to go.

________________

_________
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Fall (October) is a great time to plant trees, but it is also important that
we protect the trees that we have. The major disease threat to live and red
oak trees in our area is oak wilt. The disease is expressed in red oaks (Texas,
Schumard, Blackjack) by a healthy tree showing fall-like coloring in late
spring or early fall and dying. The live oak usually dies slower (2 months to
two years after showing initial symptoms), an agonizing time for the tree's
owner because once symptoms are evident there is nothing to do to save
the tree. Watch for the characteristic veinal necrosis on leaves from infected
live oaks. The area on the veins is red, brown, or yellow and the area in
between is green.
Oak wilt has killed thousands of oaks in 72 counties in central and west
Texas. Oak wilt is easy to prevent and difficult to treat. Prevent the
disease’s spread by painting all wounds on live oaks and red oaks. Keep a
spray can of pruning paint in your garage to immediately paint any wound
on your trees. Pruning, weed-eater and machinery cuts on the trunk and
exposed roots are especially susceptible to infection. Sap beetles carry the
disease spores from an infected red oak to the wound on a live or red oak.
The paint stops them. Every minute you wait after the wound occurs increases the chance of infection. The first
two days are most critical. We no longer
say there are windows of safety because of
cold weather or hot weather. Central Texas weather is too unpredictable and
changeable, so paint every wound all year
long.
Firewood from red oaks can also rarely be a source of the oak wilt infection.
Protect your neighborhood by managing
firewood to avoid infection. It is not necessary to reduce the use of the fireplace in
order to stop the spread of oak wilt. Smoke
from infected wood burning is NOT a
threat! The fungus is destroyed by heat
and will not even survive in dry firewood. If you use red oak firewood, try
to purchase wood from trees that have not been infected or killed from oak
wilt. Only wood that has been cured for an entire summer should be stored
in the vicinity of uninfected red or live oaks. If you bought oak firewood for
this winter and are unsure of its age or origins, use it up before spring.
Source: www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
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Passwords Just Don’t Cut It Anymore: Now What?
Someone hacking into your e-mail, Twitter, Amazon, or any of the
number of accounts you sign into on a regular basis, or even an infrequent
use, is a pure nightmare. Something with more power to protect a person
must be available. Secure authentication might be the answer to avoid
being compromised. This technology will soon replace a password. Passwords have been the mainstay of authentication for 40 years. That is
something you know, and has been fairly reliable in the past. However, the
future is something called biometrics, which is based on your personal
characteristics or traits. Typical biometric authentication has centered
around fingerprints or hand prints. Biometrics are much harder to duplicate,
but can become very expensive depending on the technology applied.
Good question. There are two primary reasons:
1. Users have demonstrated a proclivity to use passwords that
are easily guessed, therefore easily cracked.
2. Due to the ever-increasing speed at which computers can
perform calculations per second, password crackers are becoming
lightning fast at cracking passwords that are considered “strong”
by most standards. This includes your online banking or financial
portfolio web site accounts.
To keep up, and actually try to stay ahead of the bad guys, who would
like nothing better than to hack your financial accounts, researchers across
the globe have been working on shifting the authentication paradigm from
user names and passwords to using non-standard biometric techniques and
even digital fingerprinting. This all sounds like a Star Trek movie, but it is
necessary. Cracking passwords is much too easy nowadays. We cannot
continue to rely on them as the primary authentication mechanism to
control access to our most sensitive personal or corporate information.
Courtesy: Wes Halliburton, Bgesh, Spring
Branch
NOTE: Bgesh offers free valuable tips on
their website on computer security from
advice on e-mail to making passwords
unique. Check it out: www.bgeshinc.com
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SLIGHTLY OFF THE BEATEN PATH AND HIDDEN GEMS NOT TO MISS
CONTINUING SERIES

Carlsbad Cavern is one of over 300 limestone caves in a fossil reef laid
down by an inland sea 250 to 280 million years ago. In 1898, 16-year-old
Texas-born cowhand Jim White probably entered the cavern for the first time.
The first to find the entrance remains disputed. First photographs in the Scenic
Rooms and Big Room were taken by Ray V. Davis in 1915, and those photographs stimulated interest in the cavern. On October 25, 1923, Carlsbad Cave
National Monument was established. While the drive is a solid seven hour one,
this excursion can make for a unique and educational get-away for the family
or a couple. For the husband and wife, a slight romantic tone can be in store if
you choose to stay at The Trinity Hotel in the town of Carlsbad. (see the next
page for more on this one of a kind historical boutique hotel)
The usual way to see the formations of Carlsbad Cavern is by one, or both,
of two self-guiding walking tours, The Big Room or Natural Entrance tours,
which visit different parts of the chambers. Visitors descend 754 feet over one
minute in an elevator to a short walk into the Big Room which is 3,800 feet long
and 600 feet wide. The 1.25 mile path follows a roughly circular route down one
side of the chambers and back along the other. The cave is so large that the two
parts of the trail are generally out of sight of each other. The other self-guided
tour known as the Natural Entrance is a gentle walk
across the cactus desert which then leads to a huge
opening in the plateau. Underground, the path is
quite steep at first as it drops 750 feet into a large,
dimly-lit chamber. This passageway continues into
narrower tunnels where the first extensive collections of stalagmites and stalactites are found. The
surroundings become steadily more scenic, with
small side-caves filled with intricate rock forms,
before the path arrives at the elevator to the surface
visitor center close to the Big Room.
Four other branches of the cave may be explored by ranger-led hikes for an additional fee. I
would definitely recommend taking at least one of
the tours. The rangers’ knowledge of the Cavern is
extensive, and they enjoy sharing all sorts of details. Plus, as part of the Kings Palace tour, you can
experience first-hand the incredible darkness of the
Cavern during one part of the hike. The magnificent speleothems (cave formations) that continue to grow and decorate Carlsbad Cavern are also featured on
this tour, first by sound, and then by sight. Carlsbad Cavern is a magnificent
wonder fairly close by; think about visiting soon!
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The Hidden Gem – The Trinity Hotel
What a tremendous find! Instead of the usual chain hotel, consider a
stay at this lovingly renovated bank building when
visiting Carlsbad. It has all the charm of the past,
but with all the conveniences of today. The Trinity
building was built in 1892 as the First National
Bank, where it once housed the first newspaper,
and then became the historic headquarters of the
Carlsbad Irrigation District. Pat Garrett, who shot
and killed Billy the Kid, had an office upstairs on the
second floor. The hotel is in downtown Carlsbad,
and about a thirty minute drive to Carlsbad Cavern.
The Trinity has been transformed to include
nine luxurious rooms, each with a distinctive décor
and history. Our particular room featured the
building’s original fire place and a bullet shattered transom window. One of
the other rooms, The Safe Room, is an actual vault from the banking days,
but has been modernized a bit as a private media room. All rooms boast
impossibly high ceilings and beautiful old mouldings. If the allure of the
rooms aren’t inviting enough, the hotel offers a complimentary wine tasting
in the afternoon at the attached restaurant. Oh, attached restaurant?
Spectacular gourmet meals are served for lunch and dinner, along with
incredibly scrumptious pastries in the morning.
Just as the owners paid attention to the tiniest of details in the renovation of this building, they carry on this tradition in providing similar attentiveness to each of their guests. More photographs and information can be
found on the website: www.thetrinityhotel.com.
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When you shop at your locally owned businesses, you're supporting the local economy!
·

Your dollars spent in locally-owned businesses have more impact on your community as
dollars spent in other surrounding counties. When shopping locally, you simultaneously
create jobs, fund more city and county services through sales tax, invest in neighborhood improvement and promote community development.

·

Save on gas! With the high prices at the gas pumps, why make that trip into San
Antonio or other distant establishments?

·

Local businesses cater to their customers. They stock the items you want to buy, when
you want to buy them.

·

Hometown businesses build strong neighborhoods by sustaining communities, linking
neighbors, and by contributing more to local causes.
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